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The core of your content marketing strategy is your mission. It’s about engaging your audience in true synchronicity with your brand. It’s about the quality of the content you publish, and its relevance to their needs. It’s about getting your audience to select you. 

Therefore, every piece of content you create must authentically reflect your mission. 

STEP 1: KEYS TO CRACKING THE CONTENT CODE 
Measure yourself against these five keys to cracking the content code. Note where you are strong and where you could use some work. Then, list actions you can take to make improvements where necessary.

1A. Understand Your Audience

	Strengths:
	




	Weaknesses:
	




	Actions to Take:
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[bookmark: _heading=h.kqeld1db8jsg]1B. Serve Your Audeinces’ Needs

	Strengths:
	




	Weaknesses:
	




	Actions to Take:
	





[bookmark: _heading=h.h1zxguue93cj]1C. Consistency

	Strengths:
	




	Weaknesses:
	




	Actions to Take:
	





[bookmark: _heading=h.yrpdh4ws1hds]1D. Brand Authority

	Strengths:
	




	Weaknesses:
	




	Actions to Take:
	






[bookmark: _heading=h.n1j2g0i7ctbi]1E. Always Provide Quality

	Strengths:
	




	Weaknesses:
	




	Actions to Take:
	





STEP 2: CONTENT BRAND VISION
Write down how you want to be seen and remembered by people who interact with you. Also write down why people should consume your content rather than someone else’s’.

	How you want to be remembered

	












	Why people should consume your content 

	












[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]STEP 3: CONTENT MARKETING GOALS 
Identify your content marketing goals here. Make sure to put your goals in priority order — from most to least important.

	1.




2.





3.





4.




5.






[bookmark: _heading=h.wd6tum7feijt]STEP 4: CONTENT STRATEGY
Summarize all essential information you’ll reference when creating your overall strategy. 

	Brand Vision






	Target Market






	Content Goals






	Content Creation Process






	Monitoring Schedule
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[bookmark: _heading=h.w9x688lkufva]STEP 5: CONTENT TOPIC IDEAS
5A: Brainstorm Ideas
Identify seven to 10 topics based on the ones you believe will resonate most with your audience. Use the space below to record your ideas. 

	
1.




2.




3. 




4.




5.





6.





7.





8.





9.





10.
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Pick one idea from your list of topics and brainstorm ideas for text-based content. Use the space below to note your ideas. Things to consider: step-by-step, tips, lists, news, case studies, testimonials, interviews, eBooks and reports.

	Type of Text Content
	Topic Idea
	SEO
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[bookmark: _heading=h.snuxb8bmrs1c]5C: Visual Content Ideas
Pick one idea from your list of topics and brainstorm ideas for visual-based content. Things to consider: photographs, illustrations, infographics, memes, slideshows.

	Type of Visual Content
	Topic Idea
	SEO

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





What tools for visual content do you have? What do you need?
 
	Currently Have:
	Example: Snagit, Photoshop, PowerPoint




	Need to Find:
	Example: tool for creating infographics








[bookmark: _heading=h.shd22qwxw4t]5D: Audio Content Ideas
Use the space below to note your ideas and what you might include. Things to consider: podcasts, instructional audio series, audio-only webinars, social audio.

	Type of Audio Content
	Topic Idea
	SEO

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Identify the tools and skills you need to produce your own audios. Make a list using the space provided below. 
 
	Tools:
	Example: need better microphone





	Skills:
	Example: need to learn how to reduce “ums”








[bookmark: _heading=h.iiffoxiuwstv]5E: Video Content Ideas
Use the space below to note your ideas and what you might include. Things to consider: demos and tutorials, promotional videos, case studies, behind-the-scenes, webinars, interviews, events.

	Type of Video Content
	Topic Idea
	SEO

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Try a few free video production software programs and experiment with them. Take note of the features you like or need to help you choose which one would work best for you. 



	Software
	What I Liked
	What I Need

	Example: iMovie
	Example: Very user friendly
	Example: Customizable features
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[bookmark: _heading=h.37gd1uxzl8x3]5F: Interactive Content Ideas
Use the space below to note your ideas and what you might include. Things to consider: surveys, social media posts, contests, interactive visual content, apps.

	Type of Interactive Content
	Topic Idea
	SEO
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Think of a difficulty you overcame that could help your customers and write the story using the elements of setting, characters, conflict, and resolution.

	Setting:
	



	Characters:
	



	Conflict:
	



	Resolution:
	





Write your story here:
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